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Dear Governor Heineman:
It is a pleasure to inform you that the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission enjoyed an outstanding
year in 2005 in its quest to provide our fellow Nebraskans unprecedented outdoor recreation opportunities
and a positive impact on the state’s economy and way of life.
The pages of this annual report, I am confident, will support our view that this agency continues to
fulfill its mission and produce extraordinary returns to our citizens in the face of today’s limited budget
realities and a long-running drought. The $9 million state appropriation supporting the Commission’s
$55 million budget was money well spent.
To illustrate the reach and impact of agency activities across our state, please consider that the Commission
owns, leases or manages 350 land and water properties totaling 284,656 acres. These include 15 of the top
25 state tourist attractions. Eugene T. Mahoney State Park totaled more than 1 million visitors in 2005,
second only to the Henry Doorly Zoo’s 1.5 million. Total park visits during the year reached 10 million.
An economic impact study at Lake McConaughy, the largest state recreation area, revealed that more
than half of the visitors were from out of state, and 21 percent were from the Denver metropolitan area.
The economic impact on Keith County and the state, the study concluded, was $31 million.
Service to our public improved with the near-completion of an internet reservation system for cabins
in nine state parks and for 23 of the planned 24 campgrounds. The internet service accounted for 35
percent of 2005 reservations.
The recent trend continued with declining sales of hunting and fishing permits and habitat stamps;
however, there were slight increases in sales of park permits. Budget cutbacks resulted in selective
maintenance and mowing in some parks and an increased emphasis on volunteer labor, but there were
no closures. An example of stretching the agency’s resources is the 49 field conservation officers who are
responsible for more than 77,000 square miles in 93 counties.
Belt-tightening in 2005 was accompanied by the introduction of new fee structures for 2006 fishing
permits, along with increases in cabin and camping fees and some park amenities.
There was continued emphasis on outreach, with nearly 3,000 programs conducted in hunter and
archery education, boating safety, youth-mentor instruction, living history and naturalist workshops.
Agency personnel stocked 6.8 million fish in 277 bodies of water and conducted more than 150 free
fishing clinics.
Wildlife managers recorded a proud success story as Nebraska’s wild turkey population tripled since
2000, resulting in a more liberal hunting permit policy for 2006. Commission personnel continued with
extraordinary research and management of the state’s huge deer herd and developing elk and bighorn
populations. Restoration programs advanced for such endangered or threatened species as the peregrine
falcon, piping plover, least tern and pallid sturgeon.
Cooperative studies and plans were strengthened with other agencies in coping with low water levels
and the resulting difficulties from the six-year drought, and the agency stepped up efforts to address the
continuing decline in hunting and fishing permit sales. A new assistant director in charge of marketing
was hired, and an agency-wide marketing committee was formed.
The 490 permanent and 1,000 seasonal and part-time employees were dedicated in 2005 to ensuring that
Nebraskans have invested wisely in the Game and Parks Commission, and the dividends are making the
Good Life even better!
Sincerely,

Rex Amack
Director

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
C ommissioners
CHAIRMAN
Bill Grewcock, Omaha
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For Further Information…
This report presents the highlights of
activities and events of the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission during the
calendar year 2005. Complete division
reports with further information and
detail are available by contacting these
administrators (402 area code):
Rex Amack, Director, 471-5539
Kirk Nelson, Assistant Director,
Fish and Wildlife, 471-5539
Roger Kuhn, Assistant Director,
Parks, 471-5512
Sam Sidner, Assistant Director,
Marketing, 471-5539
Administration—Mark Brohman,
471-5539
Budget and Fiscal—Patrick Cole,
471-5523
Engineering—Jim Sheffield, 471-5557
Fisheries—Don Gabelhouse, 471-5515
Information and Education—
Ken Bouc, 471-5565
Law Enforcement—Ted Blume, 471-4010
Operations and Construction—
Earl Johnson, 471-5525
Parks—Roger Kuhn, 471-5512
Personnel—Jamey Crandall, 471-5453
Realty and Environmental Services—
Bruce Sackett, 471-5536
Wildlife—Jim Douglas, 471-5411
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Making The Good Life Better!
Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission Mission:
Stewardship of the state’s fish, wildlife, parks and
outdoor recreation resources in the best long-term
interests of the people and those resources.
To accomplish that purpose, the Commission strives
to plan and implement its policies and programs
efficiently and objectively; maintain a rich and diverse
environment in Nebraska’s lands and waters;
provide outdoor recreation opportunities;
manage wildlife resources for the maximum benefit
of the people, and strive to help Nebraskans
appreciate their roles in the natural world.



Offices
HEADQUARTERS AND DISTRICT V
2200 No. 33rd St. / P. O. Box 30370
Lincoln, NE 68503-0370
402-471-0641 / Fax 402-471-5528
OMAHA METRO
1212 Bob Gibson Blvd.
Omaha, NE 68108-2020
402-595-2144 / Fax 402-595-2569
DISTRICT I
299 Husker Road / P. O. Box 725
Alliance, NE 69301-0725
308-763-2940 / Fax 308-763-2943
DISTRICT II
524 Panzer St. / P. O. Box 508
Bassett, NE 68714-0934
402-684-2921 / Fax 402-684-2816
DISTRICT III
2201 No. 13th St.
Norfolk, NE 68701-2267
402-370-3374 / Fax 402-370-3256
DISTRICT IV
301 E. State Farm Road
North Platte, NE 69101-0430
308-535-8025 / Fax 308-535-8028
DISTRICT VI
1617 First Ave.
Kearney, NE 68847-6057
308-865-5310 / Fax 308-865-5309



Visit us online at

www.outdoornebraska.org
Under federal and/or state law, discrimination is
prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion,
age, gender, marital status, national origin, disability or political affiliation. If you think
you have been discriminated against in any
program, activity or facility or want more
information, contact the Affirmative Action
Officer, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission,
Lincoln, NE, 402-471-0641; the Equal Opportunity
Commission, Lincoln, NE, 402-471-2024, TTY/
TDD 402-471-4693.

D.Schimonitz

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.
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Financial Report
he Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission is predominately
self-funded, receiving only around
16 percent of its total 2005 funding
from the State General Fund. Eleven
additional cash/federal funds have
been established for agency use, each
having various revenue sources and
explicit use restrictions.
The 11 cash/federal funds in
order of use are Game Cash Fund,
Park Cash Fund, Federal Funds,
Habitat Fund, Nebraska Outdoor
Recreational Development Act
Fund, Recreational Trails Federal
Fund, Aquatic Habitat Fund, Trail
Development Assistance Fund,
Nongame and Endangered Species
Conservation Fund, Cowboy Trail
Fund and Nebraska Snowmobile
Trail Fund. While most of the
fund names are self-descriptive,

T

a few of the more critical warrant
further explanation.
The General Fund is supported
by monies collected by the State
Department of Revenue, deposited
with the State Treasurer and appropriated by the Legislature. General
Fund monies are appropriated to
the Commission for those operating
activities that are either nonselfsupporting (primarily administration
of the state park system and nongame
and endangered species activities);
administrative activities that are
general in nature, applicable to the
entire agency and difficult to prorate
between the various other funding
sources; and activities that extend
beyond the statutory use of the
various cash funds.
Most of the cash funds receive
their primary revenues from use

Major Revenue Sources ● Calendar Year 2005
$
57,552,563
Donations
$384,733 / 1%

Miscellaneous
$548,142 / 1%

Land Use
Leases
$629,643 / 1%

Sale of
Surplus Property
$125,731 / 1%
Hunting
Permits/Stamps
$9,452,401 / 16%

Resale Items
$560,748 / 1%

Boat
Registrations
$799,471 / 1%

Publication
Related
$517,645 / 1%

Fund Reserves
$520,315 / 1%

Investment Income
$1,106,936 / 2%
Tobacco
Products Tax
$1,309,039 / 2%
Concessions
and Admissions
$1,716,545 / 3%
Food Services
$2,368,237 / 4%

General Fund
Appropriation
Expenditures
$8,425,580 / 15%

Grants
Federal/State
Reimbursements
$8,621,829 / 15%

Park Entry
Permits
$3,492,904 / 6%

Direct
Federal Funds
$6,869,911 / 12%

Camping/
Lodging Fees
$6,470,891 / 11%

Fishing
Permits/Stamps
$3,631,865 / 6%

fees. The Game Cash Fund serves
as the primary funding source for
fish and wildlife activities. The
fund derives its revenue from a
variety of sources including hunting
and fishing permit sales, Federal
Aid reimbursements and interest
earnings. It is the largest source of
funding for the agency.

Did You Know?
Lifetime hunting, fishing,
combination hunting/fishing and
habitat stamp sales increased
82 percent in 2005. Sales
generated $814,500
for the Game Fund.

The Park Cash Fund is the
second largest source of funding
to the agency. It is used to improve,
maintain and operate areas within
the state park system. Major revenue
sources include camping and lodging
fees, park entry permit sales,
restaurant and food services and
other park facility use fees.
The third largest “cash” funding
source for the agency is Federal
Grants, including reimbursable
and direct grants.
The two Habitat Funds (terrestrial
and aquatic) are supported primarily
from the sale of the stamps tied to
hunting and fishing activities,
respectively.
The Nebraska Outdoor
Recreational Development Act
Fund (NORDA) is restricted to
the development, operations and
maintenance of areas of the state
park system. The primary source
of revenue is the Nebraska Tobacco
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Major Expenditure Areas ● Calendar Year 2005
$
57,552,563
Information and
Education
$2,761,932 / 5%

Capital
$6,425,918 / 11%

Parks
$21,642,130 / 38%

Administration
$4,126,423 / 7%

Law Enforcement
$5,123,010 / 9%

Fisheries
$6,873,174 / 12%

Products Tax. The portion of the
tax earmarked for NORDA is the
equivalent of one cent on a conventional package of cigarettes. This fund
is critical to the development and
maintenance of the state park buildings
and amenities infrastructure.

Major Expenditure Details
PARKS DIVISION: These include
administration and operation of state
parks, recreation areas, historical
parks, recreation trails, related
engineering services and the
Land and Water Conservation
Fund program.
Funding sources include Park
Cash Fund, $14,351,662 (66%);
General Fund, $6,286,104 (29%);
direct federal funds, $35,424 (1%),
and Snowmobile Fund, $733 (1%).
WILDLIFE DIVISION: These
include administration and operation
of wildlife management areas, private
lands habitat, game and nongame
species activities and related
engineering services.

Wildlife
$10,599,977 / 18%

Funding sources include Game
Fund, $4,739,235 (45%); Habitat
Fund, $3,430,129 (32%); direct
federal funds, $1,872,905 (18%);
General Fund, $488,581 (5%),
and Nongame Fund, $69,127 (1%).
FISHERIES DIVISION: These
include administration and operation
of fish hatcheries, Ak-Sar-Ben
Aquarium, public and private
waters fisheries resources and
related engineering services.
Funding sources include Game
Fund, $4,820,736 (70%); direct
federal funds, $1,832,130 (27%);
Aquatic Habitat Fund, $126,813 (2%),
and General Fund, $93,494 (1%).
LAW ENFORCEMENT
DIVISION: These include fisheries,
wildlife and boating law enforcement
administration and operations and
public educational programs.
Funding sources include Game
Fund, $3,431,221 (67%); General
Fund, $808,892 (16%); Park Cash
Fund, $664,026 (13%), and direct
federal funds, $218,871 (4%).

ADMINISTRATION: These
include activities associated with the
office of the director, divisions of
personnel, realty and budget, plus
activities in information technology,
district offices, federal aid, Board
of Commissioners and related
engineering services.
Funding sources include Game
Fund, $2,202,505 (53%); Park Cash,
$1,108,930 (27%); General Fund,
$702,538 (17%); Habitat Fund,
$83,186 (2%); direct federal funds,
$26,341 (1%), and Aquatic Habitat
Fund, $37 (1%).
INFORMATION AND
EDUCATION DIVISION: These
include administration and operation
of agency printing and mailing,
NEBRASKAland Magazine,
multimedia news services,
information publications and
some hunter education programs.
Funding sources include
Game Fund, $2,162,895 (78%);
Park Cash Fund, $536,957
(19%), and direct federal funds,
$62,080 (2%).
CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION:
These include construction activities
in state parks, recreation areas,
trails, historical parks, wildlife
management areas, fish hatcheries,
land acquisition and grant passthroughs for community trails.
Funding sources include direct
federal funds, $3,587,395 (56%);
NORDA, $504,321 (8%); Game
Fund, $861,056 (13%); Aquatic
Habitat Fund, $536,543 (8%); Trail
Development Assistance Fund,
$170,000 (3%); Habitat Fund,
$521,064 (8%); Park Cash Fund,
$214,750 (3%), and Cowboy Trail
Fund, $12,714 (1%).
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Recreation
roviding a wide variety of recreational opportunities for
Nebraskans is the core business of the Game and Parks
Commission. A sampling of 2005 recreational activities:

P

Reservations System
Online _________________
The internet reservation system
for cabins and campgrounds was
completed in nearly all of the targeted
parks in 2005. All cabins in nine
parks can now be reserved online,
along with improved campsites in
23 of 24 planned campgrounds. The
self-service online system accounted
for 35 percent of the 32,894 camping
and lodging reservations in 2005.

It’s EASY to make RESERVATIONS for your favorite

NEBRASKA STATE PARKS

online at www.outdoornebraska.org
or by calling:

402-471-1414
Nebraska Game and
Parks Commission

Seventy-one state park areas offer
11,568 campsites, including 3,037
pads with electricity, 613 pads
without electricity, 165 non-pads
with electricity and 7,753 primitive.
Accommodations include 184 cabins
and 62 lodge rooms.

New Fishing Permits ____
Three changes in fishing permits
were approved by the Commission
and Legislature in 2005 for implementation in 2006. The separate
Aquatic Habitat Stamp was eliminated and is now printed on the
new fishing permits, and the permit
price includes the stamp. An annual
fishing and hunting permit for
seniors was created to help bolster
federal aid funds, which are not
available for fee-exempt permits.

Conservation Officer Terry Brentzel
provides Free Fishing and Park Entry
Day tutoring for a novice angler.

A one-day fishing permit was
created to accommodate casual
resident anglers and nonresidents.

Free Fishing and Tackle
In 2005, the Fisheries Division
coordinated Free Fishing Day events
at 14 State Parks and Recreation
Areas, assisted with fishing events
in nine cities and teamed up with
the Parks Division to provide free
use of fishing rods, reels and tackle
for visitors in 19 areas.

Turkey Changes _________

Colorado visitors John Carson and Bob McGrath enjoy Nebraska turkey hunting success.

Nebraska wild turkey populations
are at an all-time high, creating a
greater opportunity for hunting the
popular birds. The Commission
approved changes in regulations
to guarantee up to two statewide
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permits to each hunter who applied.
Unit boundaries were also eliminated,
allowing both resident and nonresident hunters to pursue their
prey anywhere in the state.

Fish Stocking ___________
In 2005, the Game and Parks
Commission’s five fish hatcheries
produced and stocked 6.8 million
fish (17 species) into 277 Nebraska
waterbodies. The fish were stocked
in waters where natural reproduction was insufficient or fishing
pressure was too high to sustain
viable populations.
Since the early 1980s, the Fisheries
Division has stocked catchable-size
rainbow trout during the fall and
winter in eastern and south-central
Nebraska lakes, pits, and ponds. In
2005, 11 city park ponds, plus lakes
at Fremont and Windmill State
Recreation Areas were stocked
with trout in March so anglers
could enjoy fishing in more
pleasant weather.

Keeping Our Waters Safe
Boating safety checks by
Commission officers on state
waterways are commonplace.
One successful example occurred
on the Missouri River in 2005,
resulting in 31 citations and 38

2005 Permits and Stamps Sold
Permit or Stamp

2004

2005

%

Resident fishing

114,877

114,113

-1

Resident hunting

50,081

46,997

-6

Resident hunting/fishing

39,483

39,564

--

Nonresident hunting

19,570

19,340

-1

Nonresident fishing

5,573

5,727

+3

Resident 3-day fishing

2,895

2,970

+3

17,015

16,634

-2

173,389

172,788

--

6993

6084

-13

Habitat stamp

141,878

139,773

-1

Annual park

133,032

133,242

--

Daily park

256,069

259,983

+2

46,914

50,538

+8

837

869

+4

1,008,606

1,008,622

--

1,311

2,387

+82

152,171

156,712

+3

3,801

3,101

-18

1,164,578

1,168,435

+1

Nonresident 3-day fishing
Aquatic stamp
Resident fur harvest

Duplicate park
Nonresident youth hunt
TOTAL
Lifetime hunt, fish, stamp
Total big game
Total paddlefish
Boating safety is stressed by the Doug
Carroll family during this rafting trip on the
Missouri River near Niobrara State Park.

warnings. Officers made eight arrests
for boating under the influence of
alcohol and four for drug violations.
Three operations were conducted
to educate boaters about noise
limitations for vessels.

TOTAL Permits, Stamps
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Recreation

(continued)

Lake Mapping __________
Fisheries Division personnel
are creating depth-contour maps
using Global Positioning System
(GPS) technology, a boat with a
depth sounder, and geospatial
analysis and contouring software.
The maps are used to plan Aquatic
Habitat Program rehabilitation

Did You Know?

This trail ride at Ponca State Park was one of 17,265 conducted in state parks in 2005.

Six pools attracted
127,402 bathers.
The agency also
operates 33
swimming beaches.

Building and Improving _____________________________________________________
Game and Parks Commission engineering and construction projects in 2005 included:
Cowboy Trail— Granular trail
surfacing was completed between
Stuart and O’Neill, which added
another 22 miles of surfaced trail
available for use by hikers and bikers.
Arbor Lodge Mansion and
Carriage House— plans to renovate
these historic treasures were developed and bid with funding assistance
from the National Park Service and
the Task Force for Building Renewal.
The renovation work is expected to
require one year to complete and
will generally include extensive
roof work, extensive stucco repair,
window repair and upgrades to
the electrical systems.
Fort Robinson State Park— the
antiquated water distribution and

storage system and leaking sewer
collection piping were replaced.
The project is ongoing. Wooden fire
exit stairs at Comanche Hall were
removed and replaced with steel
units, and new fire exits were
designed and bid.
Lake renovations, aquatic habitat
rehabilitation and boater/angler
access— work on Yankee Hill,
Holmes and Rat lakes as well as
Bellevue and Weeping Water city
pond projects were completed,
and projects continued at Sherman
Reservoir, Bowling, Cunningham
and Grove lakes, Omaha’s Walnut
Creek Pond and the Fairbury
railroad bridge over the Blue River.
Loup River— renovation of the

Milburn Diversion by the Sargent
Irrigation District included a bypass
that will allow catfish and other
species to avoid the diversion
structure and migrate up the
Middle Loup River.
Pressey Wildlife Management
Area— a public shooting range
was designed and constructed.
Red Willow State Recreation
Area— a new public boat ramp,
protective jetty and parking
improvements were completed.
Forty-nine camping pads were
upgraded with the installation
of electrical pedestals.
Rockford Lake— a new campground was constructed with 30
electrical hookups.
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projects, but they are also made
available to anglers and boaters.
Since the program began in 2002,
maps have been created for 55
lakes and reservoirs, including
11 added in 2005.

www.outdoornebraska.org

Smith Falls State Park features camping,
fishing, birdwatching and canoe access.

Did You Know?

Pawnee Lake was one of 11 mapped by
Fisheries Division personnel in 2005.

The Cowboy Recreation
and Nature Trail is the
longest Rails-To-Trails
conversion in the nation
at 321 miles.

Anglers Lyle and Lee Roy Allbery of Gretna and Lyle’s grandson, Christopher Schaffer,
enjoy the benefits of a wheelchair-accessible dock at Eugene T. Mahoney State Park.

During a typical month, the
NGPC web site receives more
than 200,000 visitors. On peak
days, more than 10,000 people
access online information services.
Approximately 30% of agency
online visitors are from outside
the United States.
Some of the services available
through the NGPC web site:
• Purchasing hunting and
fishing permits and renewing
boat licenses.
• Reserving a cabin or campsite
at state parks.
• Purchasing subscriptions
or products from the
NEBRASKAland Magazine
Gift Catalog.
• Donating to the Nongame
Wildlife Fund.
• Registering for volunteer
jobs at Nebraska parks.
• Participating in the Outdoor
Forum, where more than
136,000 messages are posted.
• Viewing outdoor reports and
news releases.
• Submitting photos and
printing certificates for big
game trophies or angler
awards, or uploading personal
photos of nature and wildlife
to an online gallery.
• Downloading topographic
maps of lakes.
• Viewing fish stocking reports
for Nebraska lakes.
• Using a map server to find
public land for hunting
and fishing.
• Learning how to identify
fish species or find a
fishing tournament.
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Making The Good Life Better!

Northern Cricket Frog on Lancaster County marsh.

Ted and Shelley Husbands of Neligh on Cowboy Trail footbridge.

Arbor Lodge State Historical Park in Nebraska City.

Skaters enjoy Eugene T. Mahoney State Park’s ice rink.

An American Avocet nests in the western Sandhills.
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Sailing at sunset on Lake McConaughy.

Pronghorn populate northern Sioux and Dawes counties.

Drake and hen blue-winged teal in Cherry County marsh.

Scenic cross-country skiing at Soldier Creek Wilderness Area
for Dan and Shelly Smaha and Wendell and Sara Fairbanks.

Brown Lake ice yields nice bass for Ted Frye of Arthur.
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Conservation
Enhancement Program (CREP)
proposal to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture to conserve water
and enhance wildlife habitat on
up to 100,000 acres in the Platte
and Republican River basins.

Jack Sinn Facelift _______

Commission biologist Todd Nordeen attaches a radio transmitter collar to a bighorn ram at
Bighorn Wildlife Management Area in Dawes County.

The Nebraska Environmental Trust
has provided grant funds to restore
many of the wetlands in the Jack Sinn
Memorial Wildlife Management Area
near Ceresco. These saline wetlands
provide critical habitat for the
endangered Salt Creek tiger beetle
and saltwort plant. This project has
also enhanced habitat for migrating
waterfowl and shorebirds.

Fish Surveyors Busy _____
reserving and maintaining Nebraska’s abundant natural
resources is one of the Commission’s most important
responsibilities. Many agency programs are dedicated to managing
the state’s fish and wildlife populations and land and water habitats.

P

Bighorn Boost __________
In January of 2005, 49 sheep
from the Missouri River Breaks in
Montana were relocated to the
Bighorn Wildlife Management Area
in Dawes County. This herd will
provide another source of genetic
diversity for the Pine Ridge sheep
population, helping to ensure the
long-term survival of the bighorn
in Nebraska.

compensates farmers for converting
land from irrigated crops to native
grasses. The Fisheries Division’s
Irrigation Reservoir Specialist
authored the Conservation Reserve

CREP Program _________
The Game and Parks Commission
worked with state and federal
agencies and Rep. Tom Osborne’s
office to create a program that

Saltwort (Salicornia ruba) is one of
Nebraska’s endangered plant species.

Fisheries biologists used a variety
of nets, traps, seines and electricity
to assess the health of fish populations in 106 lakes and reservoirs,
eight trout streams, the Gavins
Point tailwaters and the Tri-County
Canal in 2005. Results were used
to evaluate the effectiveness of
management practices and also
were made available to anglers.
In 2005, fisheries biologists
conducted on-site creel surveys
at eight reservoirs, 24 I-80 lakes,
the Sutherland Supply Canal and
the North Platte River below
Lake Ogallala to determine the
numbers and sizes of fish caught
and harvested by anglers. The
information collected was used
to evaluate how management
practices, including regulations,
are impacting the quantity and
quality of fish caught and
harvested by anglers.
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Natural Legacy _________
After several years of planning,
research and public input, the
Nebraska Natural Legacy Plan
was approved by the Game and
Parks Board of Commissioners
and the United
States Fish and
Wildlife Service
(USFWS). Many
organizations
helped write
this science-based blueprint that
identifies opportunities for voluntary,
non-regulatory conservation of
Nebraska’s unique biodiversity. This
plan also ensures the opportunity
for future State Wildlife Grant monies.

Restoration Funds ______
United States Fish and Wildlife
Service Pittman-Robertson funding
returned $3,284,266, or $18.78 per
hunter, to Nebraska in Wildlife
Restoration Funds to improve game
species habitat and research, such
as the Panhandle bighorn sheep
project, elk telemetry studies and
hunter education.
USFWS Dingell-Johnson funding
returned $3,213,424, or $16.57 per
angler, to Nebraska. The funding is
being used to improve fish habitat
and angler and boating access at
such major projects sites as Sherman
County Reservoir and the Salt
Valley lakes.

invasive tree removal and fence and
water improvements for grazing
management. These areas are prime
examples of the tallgrass prairies
of earlier generations. State Wildlife
Grant and Nebraska Environmental
Trust funds are providing the
financial support.

Private Lands Benefit____
NGPC, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), and
Pheasants Forever, Inc. collaborated
to provide six wildlife biologists
across the state to assist with Farm
Bill-related habitat programs. This
partnership placed Pheasants Forever
biologists, who receive guidance and
training from NGPC, in NRCS offices.
The biologists work directly with
farmers and ranchers in developing
and implementing habitat projects.

Diverse Duties for Officers
Responding to public alerts,
conservation officers initiated the
prosecution of 17 individuals for

Landowner Incentive
Program _______________
NGPC was awarded $780,000 in
federal funds to provide incentives
to private landowners implementing
habitat management practices for
at-risk wildlife. This funding also
serves to improve farm and ranch
operations. The agency’s key partners
were the Northern Prairies Land
Trust and the Rocky Mountain
Bird Observatory.

Private Waters Assistance
NGPC had 619 contacts with
owners of private lakes, pits, ponds
and streams in 2005. The contacts
provided information on topics
including pond construction, stocking
and fishery management.

Oh, Pioneer! ___________________________________

Tallgrass Prairie
Restorations ___________
Wood Duck, Burchard Lake and
Rock Glen wildlife management
areas are undergoing prairie
restorations. These projects include

illegal harvest of wipers at Lake
McConaughy in 2005.
More than 750 man-hours were
devoted and 13,500 miles driven
in response to injured, orphaned
or diseased animals.

Pioneer

“Pioneer” was the first peregrine
falcon chick to fledge from the
nest box at the State Capitol. Two
eggs were laid on May 19, 2005,
and one chick hatched in the nest
box, which was installed using
funds from the Nongame tax
check-off and private donations.
“FalconCam,” an onsite camera,
transmitted images from a monitor
at the Capitol to the Game and
Parks web site. The name Pioneer
was submitted by two people in
a Name the Chick Contest.
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Education
he Game and Parks Commission's extensive education
outreach includes numerous publications and multi-media
news and information programs for a multitude of schools and
outdoor groups statewide. The agency-wide efforts of the
Information and Education Division are complemented by
education programs in the Wildlife, Fisheries, Parks
and Law Enforcement Divisions. Some examples:

T

By the Numbers_________
• The national Archery in the
Schools program that was adopted
by the Commission in October
2004 has enrolled more than 20
schools and more than 5,000

New Marketing
Direction ____________
Faced with increasing
competition for leisure time
and expendable income, the
Game and Parks Commission
has been experiencing declines
in recent years in permit sales
to hunters, anglers and outdoorsmen, who are the lifeblood
of the agency.
To step up its own competitive
efforts the Commission created
a new position of Assistant
Director for Marketing in the
past year and formed an interagency marketing committee.
Sam Sidner, who came to NGPC
from Cabela’s, Inc., to fill the
new role, is developing a comprehensive strategic marketing
plan and restructuring the
Information and Education
Division into a true in-house
marketing communications arm.

Did You Know?
The agency operates and
maintains 115 boat ramps
and associated docks.

students from grades 4 to 12.
More than 100 schools have been
provided archery kits by the
Commission. The first state archery
tournament for school kids will
be held in the spring of 2006
under NGPC guidance.
• Law Enforcement presented 1,074
programs promoting outdoor

ethics, regulations compliance
and a wide range of outdoor
recreation subjects.
• Aquatic Education conducted
154 fishing clinics for 17,193
youngsters and involved 1,104
volunteers, who contributed
4,638 hours.
• Hunter Education conducted 380
courses for 7,494 students to meet
youth safety requirements. The unit
also conducted 107 bowhunter
education classes, certifying more
than 1,000 participants and
involving 265 volunteer instructors.
• Officers certified 1,833 students
and 21 new instructors in 105
boating safety classes in 2005.
• More than 700 volunteers
contributed 19,000 hours to
139 living history programs,
including re-enactments and
interpretations at Arbor Lodge,
Arthur Bowring Ranch, Ash
Hollow, Fort Atkinson, Fort
Hartsuff, Fort Kearny and
Rock Creek Station.
• Outdoor education and naturalist
programs in 2005: Wildcat Hills

Youngsters at more than 20 schools, including these Pound Middle School students in
Lincoln, participated in the Archery in the Schools program.
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Carvers, sold permits, served as
a deer check station, and held an
antler-scoring workshop.

Hunter Education
Expanding______________

Jerry and Jacob Davenport and Jim Gallagher volunteer at Fort Hartsuff State Historical
Park to re-enact skirmish drills from the 1870s era.

Nature Center, 48 programs, 2,172
participants; Eugene T. Mahoney
State Park, 18 programs, 4,200
participants; Ponca State Park, 633
programs, with 15,630 participants.
• University of Nebraska wildlife
students were tutored on methods
of controlling wildlife populations,
and 180 youngsters attending 4-H
outdoor skills camps in Gretna and
Halsey learned about safety in
shooting sports.
• Some 115 women attended the
three-day Becoming an OutdoorsWoman workshop near Halsey.
Topics included hunting, fishing,
camping and safety in all activities.

Panhandle Prairie
Partnership ____________
In partnership with the Rocky
Mountain Bird Observatory, a
biologist has been hired to work
with schools in the panhandle region
to teach the value of shortgrass
prairies. Biologist Roger Lawson is
working with teachers using Project

Wild and other materials to teach
students about the ecosystems that
surround them. Some schools are
planning for outdoor classrooms
called “Wild Sites” that will provide
a hands-on experience.

Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium
Popular ________________
A total of 173 groups, consisting
of 7,933 students and 1,533 adults,
visited the Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium
in 2005. In addition, the Aquarium
hosted annual meetings of the
Cornhusker Fly Fishers, the Schramm
Park Photo Club and the Central
Flyway Decoy Collectors and

Did You Know?
The Commission produced 664
colorful pages of information
that were published in two
subscription-based magazines:
NEBRASKAland and
Trail Tales for kids.

Hunter Education sponsored the
first-ever Nebraska High School
Muzzleloading rifle championship
match, involving 16 students
from Nebraska and Kansas. This
cooperative effort involving several
organizations is expected to become
a growing annual event.
Nebraska was one of the first
states to offer an online Bowhunter
Education Course through the
agency’s Independent Study
program. This user-friendly option
aids in the recruitment of new
participants without the requirement
of attending a 10-hour class.
A new seminar was added at
Eugene T. Mahoney State Park,
introducing newcomers to muzzleloader deer hunting.
State senators and other state
leaders were introduced to the
enjoyment and benefits of hunting
and the shooting sports through the
“Step Outside” program, coordinated
by the Hunter Education unit.

State Fair Classroom ____
The general public, which includes
mostly nonhunters, got the chance
to shoot .22-caliber rifles at targets
during the 2005 State Fair. Some
24,500 adults and youngsters took
advantage of the instruction from
agency professionals and certified
instructors. About 26,000 visitors
tried the Laser Shot hunting
simulator at the fair.
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Research
anagement of Nebraska’s natural resources involves
a constant quest for knowledge. Research is a vital
component in each division via in-house studies and testing,
cooperative programs with other agencies and outsourcing. Some
2005 Game and Parks Commission research activities included:

M

Chronic Wasting Disease
Nineteen cases of chronic wasting
disease (CWD) were confirmed in
Nebraska in 2005. The positive
cases involved 18 mule deer and
one whitetail.
Hunters were asked to voluntarily
submit lymph nodes from their
deer at check stations during the
November firearm season. A total
of 7,404 samples was collected for
Nebraska Diagnostic Laboratory

analysis, resulting in 15 positives.
Three more confirmed cases came
from research operations by Game
and Parks Commission staff.
Another was recorded during
the muzzleloader season.

Elk Surveys ____________
Elk populations were surveyed
in the Bordeaux and Hat Creek
Management Units in the Panhandle.
Using a helicopter, observers GPS-

marked all locations of elk in both
management units. Sixty-one elk
were observed in the Hat Creek
Unit in Sioux County and 72 in the
Bordeaux Unit in Dawes and
Sheridan Counties.
Biologists say the elk herd across
the Pine Ridge area continues to
grow, and the population is reaching
levels that allow the application of
new survey techniques.

Rare Stream Survey _____
A State Wildlife Grant and Sport
Fish Restoration project enabled the
Game and Parks Commission to
conduct the first statewide stream
survey in 30 years. The three-year
assessment of 208 stream sites was
completed in 2005. Evaluations of
fish and invertebrate communities,
stream and riparian habitats and
water quality will be used to
document valuable stream resources.

Lower Platte Impact ____
The Cumulative Impact Study of
the Lower Platte River, started in
2003, continued to be a major project
for members of the Realty and
Environmental Services Division.
The project focuses on the interaction
of the land and water and how
changes have shaped the integrity
of the Lower Platte River corridor.

Did You Know?

The Lower Platte River is the subject of an ongoing study to protect the ecological
integrity of the river corridor.

Fort Robinson is the largest
state park at 22,673 acres.
Lake McConaughy is the
largest state recreation
area, encompassing
over 37,000 acres.
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Pheasants, such as this pair of hens, are
being studied in treated CRP fields.

Commission’s interest in increased
management on private lands.

Missouri River recreational opportunities, including kayaking near Ponca State Park, are
enhanced by cooperative research efforts.

With recommended funding
of $115,000 from the Nebraska
Environmental Trust to complete
the study, the objective is to provide
a rational framework for understanding and prioritizing growth
along the river while protecting
ecological integrity.

Missouri River
Recreational Use ________
Field work for a survey of all
natural resource-related recreational
uses on the Missouri River was
completed in 2005. The project,
which covered the reach from
Gavins Point Dam to St. Louis,
was conducted in cooperation
with the Missouri Department
of Conservation and will be used
to document the amount and
composition of recreational use
and its current economic value.

Sherman Crappie
Assessment_____________
An assessment of crappie movement, use of cove habitats and
flushing loss at Sherman Reservoir
was completed in 2005. Results
will be compared to information
collected after the ongoing Aquatic
Habitat Program is completed.

Focus on Pheasants
Ongoing _______________
A study is continuing to track
pheasant use on disced and interseeded Conservation Reserve
Program fields. So far, the research
shows that nesting hens and broods
prefer these treated fields. Additional
work showed nesting songbirds also
were more abundant in treated
fields. This research has been a
valuable tool in evaluating the

SCORP Study Completed
Data collection was completed for
the State Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan. A survey of 1,800
Nebraskans was conducted in
developing a five-year (2006-2010)
plan addressing major state recreation issues. This and other studies,
such as the Wildlife Division’s efforts
with the Cooperative Research Unit,
are aimed at visitor attractions
and enhancements.

State Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP)
Assessment and Policy Plan

2006-2010

Cover of SCORP report: study resulted
in five-year plan.
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Partnerships
ebraska Game and Parks Commission activities are
intertwined with those of a multitude of other agencies
and groups that share common interests at the federal, state and
local levels. These partnership efforts also include agency-wide
projects that serve the common Commission cause. A sampling:

N

Youth Hunt Cooperation
The Commission continued
partnerships with organizations
such as Pheasants Forever, the
National Wild Turkey Federation,
Ducks Unlimited, Whitetails
Unlimited, Nebraska Bowhunters
Association, Nebraska Duck Callers
Association, and the Great Plains
Houndsmen’s Club. These joint
efforts have enhanced youth-mentor
hunting programs for 1,250 youth
in Nebraska.

under the Shooting Range Assistance
Program, established with funding
from the Fish and Wildlife Service
in 2004. Twelve grants were awarded
in the first year, and $120,000 has
been distributed over two years.

Integrated Management
Plans __________________
Passage of LB 962 necessitated
that natural resources districts
develop integrated management
plans for water use in the overappropriated Republican and Platte
River basins. Fisheries personnel
have partnered with the NRDs in
this process, communicating their
biological, social and economic
values on fish and fishing aspects.

SANDS for Disabled
In 2005, Nebraska’s new
Sportsmen Assisting Nebraska’s
Disabled Sportsmen (SANDS)
program was established, with
Commission involvement. This
initiative, utilizing the SANDS web
site, links able-bodied hunters and
anglers with disabled counterparts
to provide outdoor opportunities
for those with disabilities.

Shooting Range Support
In 2005, nine grants were awarded
to shooting ranges across Nebraska

Helpdesk a Hit__________
The Landowner Helpdesk initiated
at Pheasant Fest in early 2005 proved
so successful that the Commission
vowed to make it available on a
continuing basis. In partnership with
Pheasants Forever, a permanent
Landowner Helpdesk was created
for Husker Harvest Days. This

Helpdesk provides a one-stop shop
for private landowners as they
search for ways to better manage
their land for wildlife.

For the second year, the Agency
teamed up with the U.S. Department
of the Interior to coordinate
Nebraska’s involvement in the
national “Take Pride in America”
program. This nationwide clean-up
campaign in natural areas was an
agency-wide project of the Game
and Parks Commission and
involved volunteer projects at 21
park, recreation and wildlife areas.
A total of 1,726 individuals donated
4,915 hours to the cause.

Partners for the Parks ___
NGPC has partnered with the
Nebraska Water Foundation to
create an endowment fund for the
development and maintenance of
the interpretative program at the
Lake McConaughy Visitor Center.
A cooperative agreement was
established with the Work Ethics
Camp near McCook for inmates to
conduct construction, rehabilitation
and maintenance projects on Enders,
Red Willow, Swanson and Medicine
Creek Reservoirs, Rock Creek Lake,
Buffalo Bill State Recreation Area
and Buffalo Bill State Historical Park.

Economic Impact
Coalition ______________
The agency coordinated the
formation of a coalition with the
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Interagency Cooperation
Widespread_____________

Volunteers in statewide “Take Pride in America” projects included these scouts, who set up
bluebird nesting boxes at Pressey Wildlife Management Area.

Division of Travel and Tourism,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Water
Center, Grassland Foundation, The
Groundwater Foundation, American
Rivers, Center for Rural Affairs and
Senator Ben Nelson’s office. The
coalition developed an outline for a
study to determine the connections
between natural resource amenities
and Nebraska’s economy.
ECONorthwest, an economic
consulting firm from Eugene, Oregon,
was selected to conduct the study,
which began in 2005, and will be
completed this spring.

Nebra
s

for
hip

Partners
ka

All-Bird Conservation

Partnership for the Birds
The Nebraska Partnership for
All Bird Conservation (NPABC)
continues to be an important ally

with the Commission in providing
leadership in research, education
and communication among
organizations interested in bird
conservation. The organization
has joined with the Birding Trails
Project to create a web-based birding
trail network, benefiting birders
and local communities’ economies.

Missouri River
Monitoring _____________
Contract funds from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in 2005
will allow the agency to assess fish
populations, including that of the
endangered pallid sturgeon, with a
rare spring water pulse scheduled
for the spring of 2006.
The first programmed rise since
1955 will allow the monitoring of
pallid sturgeon reproductive
responses, shallow water habitat
availability and the utilization by
pallid sturgeon and other species of
chute habitat constructed through the
Missouri River Mitigation Project.

Nebraska Wildlife Crimestoppers
is a cooperative program between
a civilian board sponsoring reward
payments for information on wildlife crimes and the Game and Parks
Commission. This partnership
provides a 24-hour toll-free answering
service for landowners and the
general public to report wildlife
violations. The Nebraska State
Patrol is an active partner in the
program. During 2005, 52 new
investigations were initiated and
$3,600 in reward payments made
as a result of this effort.
Cooperative relationships have
been formed across the state with
local sheriff’s offices who may
respond to wildlife or park
violations when a conservation
officer is unavailable. Conservation
officers also participated in several
rural search-and-rescue operations
during 2005.
The Commission is also actively
involved in interagency programs
such as homeland security, wildlife
rescue and rehabilitation, a wide
variety of sportsmen’s groups and
federal government agencies such as
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Did You Know?
At the onset of the drought,
Lake McConaughy supported a
walleye population with a replacement value of $10 million. The
current value of the walleye
population is $5 million.
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More Fun Facts
Swanson, Newcomb
Saluted ________________
JoAnn Swanson of Bassett and Brad
Newcomb of Kearney were named
the Game and Parks Commission’s
employee and supervisor of the
year, respectively, for 2005. They
were the Commission’s choices for
nomination in the Governor’s
Employee Recognition Program.
Since 1992, JoAnn has overseen
the Bassett District Office as a
Staff Assistant I. She began her
Commission career as a Junior
Stenographer I for a year in 1962,
left to start a family, then rejoined
the agency in 1970 as a Switchboard
Operator/Receptionist.
Brad joined the Commission as a
temporary Conservation Technician
in 1976, was hired full-time as a
biologist in 1979, and later became

a Fish and Wildlife District
Superintendent and Biologist
Manager. He was instrumental
in transforming a field office in
Kearney into a District Office
and now oversees that office.
• The sale of Big Game permits
to hunt deer, elk, bighorn sheep,
antelope and turkey increased 3
percent to 156,712, producing
$4,677,697.
• The Parks Division ordered
758 cases of toilet paper for park
facilities in 2005. At 80 rolls per
case, that is 60,640 rolls. If they
were unrolled and placed end to
end, they would stretch nearly
2,300 miles.

• Eugene T. Mahoney State Park’s
Kiewit Lodge served 157,206 meals;
Fort Robinson State Park restaurant
served 31,601 meals between
Memorial Day and Labor Day.
• State parks include 286 miles
of mountain bike trails, 360 miles
of hiking trails and 204 miles of
horse trails.
• One road-killed mountain lion
resulted in "hundreds and hundreds
of calls," NGPC Law Enforcement
Administrator Ted Blume said.
When a mountain lion was hit by a
car on Interstate 80 near Omaha, it
triggered a renewal of false rumors
about the stocking of these native
species by the Commission. It also
ignited numerous unconfirmed
sightings being investigated by
Wildlife and Law Enforcement staff.
Many of the investigations revealed
mistaken identifications of coyotes,
bobcats, deer, dogs and even house
cats in the area.

D.Schimonitz

Bittersweet entwined by
wild grape vines and leaf.
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The Good Life

Waterfall on the Little Blue River by Dennis Zabel of Daykin.

The photos on this page were selected
from the Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission’s Nature Photo Gallery
feature on the Commission website,
www.outdoornebraska.org

Bluebird by Elna Banzhaf of Eustis.

Flowers by Lennis Benson of Norfolk.

Thirteen-lined ground squirrel by Doug Wulf of Omaha.

Toadstool Geologic Park by Jeff White of Grand Island.
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